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BILL HIGHLIGHTS 

Amends PC 196: 

Homicide is justifiable when if committed by public officers and those acting by their command in 
their aid and assistance, either— a peace officer or by an individual acting under the command 
of a peace officer in the peace officer’s aid and assistance, under any of the following 
circumstances: 

(1.) 

(a) In obedience to any judgment of a competent Court; or, court. 

(2.) 

(b) When necessarily committed in overcoming actual resistance to the execution of some legal 
process, or in the discharge of any other legal duty; or, discharge of a legal duty if the officer 
reasonably believes the suspect poses an imminent threat of death or serious physical injury to 
the officer or others. 

(3.) 

(c) When necessarily committed in retaking felons who have been rescued or have escaped, or 
when necessarily committed in arresting persons charged with felony, and who are fleeing from 
justice or resisting such arrest. escaped. 

(d) When necessarily committed in arresting a suspect who is fleeing from justice or resisting 
arrest if the officer reasonably believes that the suspect poses a significant threat of death or 
serious physical injury to the officer or others. 

(e) When necessarily committed in arresting a suspect who is fleeing if the officer reasonably 
believes the fleeing suspect has committed a forcible or atrocious felony. 

Amends PC 13519.10 

(a) (1) The commission shall implement a course or courses of instruction for the regular and 
periodic training of law enforcement officers in the use of force and shall also develop uniform, 
minimum guidelines for adoption and promulgation by California law enforcement agencies for 
use of force. The guidelines and course of instruction shall stress that the use of force by law 
enforcement personnel is of important concern to the community and law enforcement and that 
law enforcement should safeguard life, dignity, and liberty of all persons, without prejudice to 



anyone. These guidelines shall be a resource for each agency executive to use in the creation of 
a use of force policy that the agency is encouraged to adopt and promulgate, and that reflects 
the needs of the agency, the jurisdiction it serves, and the law. 

(2) As used in this section, “law enforcement officer” includes any peace officer of a local police 
or sheriff’s department or the California Highway Patrol, or of any other law enforcement agency 
authorized by law to use force to effectuate an arrest. 

(b) The course or courses of basic training for law enforcement officers and the guidelines shall 
include adequate consideration of each of the following subjects: 

(1) Legal standards for use of force. 

(2) Duty to intercede. 

(3) The reasonable force doctrine. 

(4) Deescalation. 

(5) Tactical communications. 

(6) Use of force options. 

(7) Rendering medical aid. 

(8) Supervisory responsibilities. 

(9) Use of force review and analysis. 

(10) Dealing with vulnerable populations. 

(11) Guidelines for the use of deadly force. 

(12) State required reporting. 

(13) Reasonable alternatives to use of force. 

(c) Law enforcement agencies are encouraged to include, as part of their advanced officer 
training program, periodic updates and training on use of force. The commission shall assist 
where possible. 

(d) (1) The course or courses of instruction, the learning and performance objectives, the 
standards for the training, and the guidelines shall be developed by the commission in 
consultation with appropriate groups and individuals having an interest and expertise in the field 
on use of force. The groups and individuals shall include, but not be limited to, law enforcement 
agencies, police academy instructors, subject matter experts, and members of the public. 

(2) The commission, in consultation with these groups and individuals, shall review existing 
training programs to determine the ways in which use of force training may be included as part 
of ongoing programs. 

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature that each law enforcement agency adopt, promulgate, and 
require regular and periodic training consistent with an agency’s specific use of force policy that, 
at a minimum, complies with the guidelines developed under subdivisions (a) and (b). 

 

 


